




















PHOTO BY ADAM COISH; ILLUSTRATION BY RICHARD MARSELLA

ARSELLA IS QUITE
accomplished at making a fart sound
with his cold, clammy hands. He has
also made an instrument that mimics
that giggle-inducing sound. It’s called
the whoopee-cushion organ, and it features self-inflating
cushions inserted into the ends of ABS pipes of varying
lengths to produce various pitches. It’s easy to make and
downright hilarious to hear. The instrument is also quite
emblematic of Marsella’s endeavours.

The obvious connection is to Marsella’s style of music
education. He has used the DIY instrument as a litmus test
for the children he has worked with. If they laughed when
they heard it, they were normal. The instrument also
speaks—so to speak—to the Friendly Rich activities. They
are gleeful transgressions and zany acts of satire that can
make you feel as if you're getting away with something—
something childlike and mischievous, such as farting in
a concert hall. What could better represent Marsella’s
carnivalesque romps than a bawdy act of simulated bodily
music production?

So with that, ladies and gentlemen, we leave, not with
applause, but with—pbitttttttttttettt!

Matthew Pioro is a Toronto-based editor and freelance
writer. He wants to build a whoopee-cushion organ to give
his hands and armpits a rest.

Friendly Richacts out during a
2010 performance at Toronto’s Music Hall

LINKS:

<http://www.friendlyrich.com/>for more information
on Friendly Richandthe Lollipop People
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“Dubeau and her crack team of
strings, piano and voice build and
release tension with flawless purpose.
There isn’t a sour note or dull moment
on this disc™ **** (out of four)
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